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Preface
The Oklahoma Aging Partnership (OAP) is a non-partisan partnership of four member
organizations which includes AARP Oklahoma, the Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, the
Oklahoma Silver Haired Legislature Alumni Association and the Oklahoma State Council on
Aging.

This is the sixth year OAP has partnered on a legislative report on aging issues. The report
reflects a consensus by OAP, on key measures affecting older Oklahomans. This report is
for information purposes only and does not reflect an endorsement or censure of any
legislator on the basis of his or her record. These selected votes provide only a limited
view of each legislator’s voting record. This selected voting document does not highlight
unrecorded matters such as work in committees and constituent services. This selected
voting record does not reflect the overall qualification a legislator has for public office and
should not be the sole determinate in evaluating a legislator. There are different views and
positions on many of the bills; therefore, OAP encourages the reader to contact state
legislators directly to increase understanding of a particular bill and reasons for their votes.
The 2010 OAP Legislative Report sheds light on the actions of elected state legislators. It
includes descriptions of important legislation OAP supported and opposed. Bills selected
for inclusion in this report were based on their critical importance to older Oklahomans.
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2010 Oklahoma Legislative Session at a Glance
The second session of the 52nd Oklahoma Legislature convened Monday, February 1st and
adjourned Friday, May 28th.

State Representative Todd Russ, R-Cordell, was elected to fill the unexpired term of former
Rep. Ryan McMullen.
As lawmakers returned to the Capitol, they faced a billion dollar shortfall just to make it
through the remainder of this fiscal year 2010 that ends June 30, 2010. Shortly after the
2010 fiscal year started, revenue came in significantly below estimates, and 7.5 percent
across the board cuts were instituted against most state agencies, many of which were cut
7 percent in the original 2010 fiscal year budget.

By the end of the session, the governor and legislative leaders reached an agreement to
erase a $1.2 billion projected deficit by using about $540 million in federal stimulus funds,
about $272 million from the state’s rainy day fund, raising about $180 million in revenue
enhancements and $150 million by freezing tax credits. There will be $100 million in cash
on hand for legislators to appropriate next year.

The proposals to raise revenue by $180 million include: expanding the state’s vehicle
insurance verification program by using cameras mounted on state highways to record and
ticket motorists driving without insurance ($50 million); develop a procedure to collect
sales tax on internet and catalog sales not currently being collected ($36 million); a new 1
percent fee insurance companies will pay on health care claims, which is expected to
generate $78 million and should be matched 3-1 with federal funds to be used to stabilize
the state’s Medicaid program.
A top priority for OAP was restoring funding for senior nutrition programs which were cut
$7.4 million in November and resulted in more than 700,000 lost meals at nutrition sites
and to homebound seniors across the state. In the waning hours of the session, lawmakers
passed HB 2367 which restored $5 million to senior nutrition programs in fiscal year 2011
that begins July 1, 2010.
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Grandparenting

OAP Legislative
Priorities

HB 2733 (Rousselot/Garrison) - Makes it easier for
relatives to petition and acquire guardianship for minors.
Establishes a judicial procedure for custody by a relative after a parent has abandoned the
child. Governor vetoed HB 2733 on April 13, 2010. Advocates met with the governor’s staff
and the language was added in HB 1964, which was approved, and it will go into effect on July
1, 2010.

Health and Safety
HB 2776 (Steele/Justice) - Lists information that is in the public's best interest to know
when the caretaker of a vulnerable adult has been charged with causing death or near
death, including circumstances of the investigation. Also includes other investigations
concerning that vulnerable adult, or other vulnerable adults living in the same facility, or
involving the individual provider. Effective November 1, 2010.

Home and Community Based Services

HB 2596 (Morrissette/Coates) - "Empower-OK Act" expands the cash and counseling
program (self-directed care) by ensuring existing benefits shall not be terminated or
decreased as a result of the program, consumers receive a monthly budget based on the
needs of the individual, authority for consumers to use budget to obtain personal care and
home modifications, and counselors available to develop and revise individual budgets.
Effective November 1, 2010.

Long Term Care

HB 2285 (Wright/Aldridge) - This new law provides for extension of the Long-Term Care
Facility Advisory Board until 2014. Effective July 1, 2010.
HB 2778 (Steele/Crain) - Requires the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to make
refinements to the incentive reimbursement rate plan developed for nursing homes and
ensure transparency. Effective November 1, 2010.

SB 1289 (Coates/Morgan) - Amends current law to provide that any person who has pled
guilty or no contest to, or received a deferred sentence, for a variety of offenses cannot be
hired as a nurse aide by a long-term care facility or home health/home care agency.
Effective November 1, 2010
SB 1879 (Newberry/Thompson) - Requires nursing homes to immediately report
suspected rape or other criminal acts to local law enforcement, and to preserve the crime
scene until law enforcement arrives. Effective November 1, 2010.
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Other Legislation of Interest
HB 1043 (Sears/Crain) - Creates the Oklahoma Medical Loan Repayment Program to
provide educational loan repayment assistance, depending on available funding, for up to
six Oklahoma licensed primary care physicians per year who agree to practice in an
Oklahoma community. Effective November 1, 2010.

HB 2828 (Peters/Bingman) - Creates a revolving fund in the State Treasury to be
designated as “The Home-Based Quality Assurance Fund” to be used by the Oklahoma
Health Care Authority for Medicaid services provided by contracted community-based
service providers. If federal financial participation is not available, the Home-Based Quality
Assurance Assessment on all contracted community-based service providers shall become
null and void. Effective November 1, 2010.
SB 1640 (Halligan/Williams/Denney) - Creates the Certified Retirement Communities
Program Act which authorizes the Oklahoma Department of Commerce to establish an
Oklahoma Certified Retirement Communities Program to recognize communities in the
state that have made themselves attractive destinations for retirees. Effective July 1, 2010.
SB 2204 (Ivester/Nelson) - Creates the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective
Proceedings Jurisdiction Act to address the problems of determining which state has
jurisdiction to appoint a guardian when more than one state, or even another country, is
involved. Effective November 1, 2010.

SB 1601 (Burrage/Peters) - Provides that if the Oklahoma Department of Human
Services has been appointed as a temporary guardian in an abuse, neglect, or exploitation
case, OKDHS, the victim and others entitled by law must be notified of any request for
expungement of the investigative records of OKDHS and the expungement must be made
by a court order. The legislation also establishes a Vulnerable Adult Intervention Task
Force. Effective July 1, 2010.

SR 78 (Ivester)-This resolution encourages local governments to adopt minimum training
requirements for first responders that include at least one hour of training in the care of
individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or other forms of dementia. The resolution also
encourages the State Department of Health to revise its minimum training requirements
for emergency medical personnel to include one hour of training in the care of individuals
with Alzheimer’s disease. SR 78 was adopted by the Senate on May 28, 2010.
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Dear Legislator:

FEBRUARY, 2010

The Oklahoma Aging Partnership (OAP) is a non-partisan coalition consisting of AARP Oklahoma,
the Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, the Oklahoma Silver-Haired Legislature Alumni Association and
the Oklahoma State Council on Aging. Collectively, OAP has identified key pieces of proposed
legislation that would benefit older Oklahomans.
OAP strongly believes voters should be informed on issues affecting older Oklahomans. With this in
mind, we strongly urge your consideration of the following bills during the 2010 Legislative
session. This is not the final list of bills to be tracked – there could be additions or deletions as the
session progresses. However, we wanted to give you advanced notice with this initial letter.

Your votes on the following bills will be published in the 6th Annual OAP Legislative Report at the
conclusion of the 2010 legislative session:
Senior Nutrition Program Funding
•
•
•

SB 1808/HB 2867/HB 2788-Appropriating $7.4 million to DHS for senior nutrition
programs Corn/Buck/Kouplen)
SB 2065-Appropriating $4.662 million to DHS for home-delivered meals from Rainy Day
fund (Corn)
SJR 50-Exempts certain appropriations from constitutional budget reductions in the event
of a budget deficit including food and nutrition services to senior citizens (Coates)

Grandparenting
•

HB 2733-Makes it easier for relatives to petition and acquire guardianship for minors
(Rousselot)

Long-term Care
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HB 2596-Specifying content of the cash and counseling program (Morrissette)
HB 2705-Placing veterans center nursing facilities back under the Nursing Home Care Act
(Collins)
HB 2743-Rights of nursing home residents to select hospice providers (Rousselot)
HB 2776- Allows Department of Human Services to make public Aging Services Division
records when the perpetrator has been charged with a crime resulting in a death or near
death of vulnerable adults (Steele)
HB 2778-OHCA shall make refinements to the incentive reimbursement plan for nursing
homes (Steele)
HB 2986-Establishment of a registry for individuals providing companion/sitter services
that are not employed by an agency (Schwartz)
HB 3064- Requiring nursing homes to maintain liability insurance coverage of at least
$200,000 per occurrence (Morrissette)
HB 3065-Requiring video camera monitoring in nursing homes (Morrissette)
HB 3322-Reporting incidents in nursing homes (Pittman)
SB 1879-Reporting of rape in nursing homes (Newberry)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SB 1916-Registry for persons who are employed or contract with a home care agency to
provide home care services (Ford)
SB 1289-Expanding list of persons who may not be hired in a long-term care facility
(Coates)
SB 1357-Requires the State Dept. of Health to develop a universal transfer form for use
when transferring patients between facilities (Anderson)
SB 1641-Adds Alzheimer’s disease and other forms of dementia to list of continuing
education training for peace officers (Ivester)
SB 1701-Requiring completion of 4 hours of in-service training annually in the care of
individuals with Alzheimer’s and dementia (Ivester)
SR 78-Encouraging Alzheimer’s/dementia training for first responders (Ivester)
HB 2283/HB 2285-Extension of Long-Term Care Facility Advisory Board until 2014
(Wright)
SB 1907-Extends deadline from 2010 to 2014 for a variety of statutory entities involving
boards, including those related to long-term care facilities and disabled persons (Aldridge)

Prescription Drugs
• HB 3141-Establishing a website on cost and quality of prescription drugs (Jones)
• SB 1283-Creating the Prescription Drug Reimportation Act (Wilson)
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UPDATED MARCH 31, 2010
Dear Legislator:

The Oklahoma Aging Partnership (OAP) is a non-partisan coalition consisting of AARP Oklahoma,
the Oklahoma Alliance on Aging, the Oklahoma Silver-Haired Legislature Alumni Association and
the Oklahoma State Council on Aging. Collectively, OAP has identified key pieces of proposed
legislation that would benefit older Oklahomans.

OAP strongly believes voters should be informed on issues affecting older Oklahomans. With this in
mind, we strongly urge your consideration of the following bills during the 2010 Legislative
session. This is not the final list of bills to be tracked – there could be additions or deletions as the
session progresses. However, we wanted to give you an update on our priority bills that are
moving through the legislative process.
Your votes on the following bills will be published in the 6th Annual OAP Legislative Report at the
conclusion of the 2010 legislative session:
Grandparenting
•

HB 2733-Makes it easier for relatives to petition and acquire guardianship for minors(Rousselot)

Long-term Care
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HB 2596-Specifying content of the cash and counseling program (Morrissette)
HB 2776- Allows Department of Human Services to make public Adult Protective Services
records when the perpetrator has been charged with a crime resulting in a death or near
death of vulnerable adults. (Steele)
HB 2778-OHCA shall make refinements to the incentive reimbursement plan for nursing
homes (Steele)
HB 2986-Establishment of a registry for individuals providing companion/sitter services
that are not employed by an agency (Schwartz)
SB 1879-Reporting of rape in nursing homes (Newberry)
SB 1916-Registry for persons who are employed or contract with a home care agency to
provide home care services (Ford)
SB 1289-Expanding list of persons who may not be hired in a long-term care facility(Coates)
SB 1357-Requires the State Dept. of Health to develop a universal transfer form for use
when transferring patients between facilities (Anderson)
SR 78-Encouraging Alzheimer’s/dementia training for first responders (Ivester)
HB 2283/HB 2285-Extension of Long-Term Care Facility Advisory Board until 2014
(Wright)
SB 1907-Extends deadline from 2010 to 2014 for a variety of statutory entities involving
boards, including those related to long-term care facilities and disabled persons (Aldridge)
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