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Executive Summary
Americans are inundated with pronouncements from doctors, academics,
urban planners, and even the First Lady
that walking and bicycling are good for
our health and our environment. Yet,
each year thousands of people are killed
and tens of thousands more injured in
the simple act of trying to cross the
street or ride to a grocery store. Pedestrian and cyclist safety is especially
problematic in New York State where a
historic culture of walking and bicycling
can clash with modern road-building
designs that prioritize moving cars.
Older people are especially at risk and
are disproportionately represented in
the fatality statistics.

A report issued last year by the national
group, Transportation for America,
found that New York State has the third
highest share of older pedestrian fatalities in the nation. More recently, the TriState Transportation Campaign released an analysis of older pedestrian
fatalities in New Jersey, Connecticut,
and downstate New York, identifying
the most dangerous places in that region for older people to walk.
This report examines three years of New
York state and federal data in five upstate New York counties – Albany,
Broome, Erie, Monroe, and Onondaga –
selected because they are the most
populous upstate counties. The
report identifies the most dangerous intersections to walk or bicycle
in each of those counties. We also
calculated fatality rates for older pedestrians and bicyclists, comparing
those rates to the rates for their
younger neighbors in each county.
One hundred and ten people were
killed while walking or bicycling in
the five upstate counties from 2006
through 2008, accounting for 21.4
percent of all traffic fatalities. Another 6,394 people were injured.
Older people are disproportionately
represented in the fatality statistics,
comprising 1 in 4 bicyclist and pedestrian deaths, though they make
up only 19% of the five counties’
population.
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The most dangerous intersection
among those five upstate counties was
the intersection of South Geddes and
Seymour Streets in Syracuse, with 5
pedestrian injuries and 5 bicyclist injuries during the period from 2006
through 2008. This was followed by the
intersection of Alexander Street and
Monroe Avenue in Rochester, which
saw 1 bicyclist fatality, 5 pedestrian injuries, and 3 bicyclist injuries. Nine pedestrians were injured at the intersection
of Abbott Road and Cazenovia Street/
Lorraine Avenue in Buffalo, making it the
third most dangerous location. Maps
depicting each county’s bicyclist and
pedestrian fatalities, and each intersection with three or more incidents are
available at www.aarp.org/ny.

But the answer isn’t to retire the sneakers and sell the bicycle. The doctors,
academics, urban planners, and the
First Lady are right. Walking and bicycling help maintain physical activity and
cut health problems, all without producing pollution or carbon emissions. And
for many people, especially older New
Yorkers who cannot drive or don’t feel
comfortable behind the wheel, walking
and bicycling offer a reliable way to get
to the store, the doctor’s office, friends’
and relatives’ houses, and to meet life’s
other daily needs.
Instead, we need to fix the infrastructure
that makes walking and bicycling dangerous.
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Walking and Bicycling for Health
Walking and bicycling are lifelines for
people who cannot or choose not to
drive. They also offer a relatively easy
way to maintain physical activity – no
need for fancy equipment or a gym
membership, just making one or two
short trips a day on foot or by bicycle

prevalence of overweight and obesity in
just a decade.2 As with many other
states, New York has made fighting
obesity a primary focus of its health promotion efforts, even considering a tax
on soda toward that end. But encouraging bicycling and walking as part of a
healthy lifestyle must also
be part of that agenda.
The deterioration of the
American diet and a sedentary lifestyle have contributed to the growing
American waistline. But
the way many of our
streets, cities, towns, and
suburbs are designed
also deserves significant
blame. Much of New
York State benefits from
historic design principles
that prioritize walking, bicycling, and transit. But
newer suburbs and towns often suffer
from the same sprawl that characterizes
the American south and west. A peerreviewed national study examining the
relationship between sprawl and weight
found that people living in counties
marked by sprawl were more likely to
weigh more and become obese.3
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can go a long way toward a healthy lifestyle. Walking has been shown to have
a role in preventing obesity, some types
of cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and
other chronic illnesses.1
In New York State, more than 60 percent of adults were found to be either
obese or overweight in 2008. This
represents a 17 percent increase in the
1.
2.
3.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. (2001). The Surgeon General’s call to action to prevent and decrease overweight and obesity. Rockville, MD: Office of the Surgeon General, 2001.
New York State Department of Health. (2009). BRFSS Brief: Overweight and Obesity: New York State Adults 2008.
Frank, Lawrence, Andresen, Martin and Schmid, Tom (2004). Obesity Relationships With Community Design, Physical Activity,
and Time Spent in Cars. American Journal of Preventive Medicine Vol 27. No 2. June, 2004, pp. 87-97.
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Pedestrians and Bicyclists at Risk
Unfortunately, even when people recognize the benefits of walking and bicycling, they may be discouraged by the
thousands of New Yorkers who
are injured or killed every year in
crashes with cars and trucks.
This study examines state and
federal traffic crash data for five
upstate counties – Albany,
Broome, Erie, Monroe, and
Onondaga – that have often
been overlooked in discussions
of pedestrian and bicyclist
safety. These counties were
selected because they are politically important and are home
to the state’s major population
centers outside of New York
City.

Where those fatalities and injuries most
often occur can help urban planners
and transportation engineers determine

In total, 110 people were killed
while bicycling or walking in those five
counties during the period from 2006
through 2008. Bicyclists and pedestrians accounted for 1 in 4 traffic fatalities
in those counties. Another 6,394 bicyclists and pedestrians were injured during that period.

how best to use limited resources to
improve walking and bicycling conditions. An exhaustive analysis of state
records performed for AARP New York
by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the most dangerous intersections for bicyclists
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2006

2007

2008

Total

Albany County

Fatalities
6

Injuries
318

Fatalities
4

Injuries
310

Fatalities
0

Injuries
255

Fatalities
10

Injuries
883

Broome County

5

100

4

134

3

139

12

373

Erie County

18

841

10

731

17

831

45

2403

Monroe County

8

566

8

498

6

556

22

1620

Onondaga County

6

416

6

379

9

320

21

1115

5 County Total

43

2,241

32

2,052

35

2,101

110

6,394
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and pedestrians in each of the five
counties. The most dangerous intersections (with 7 or more incidents) are
summarized here, but fact sheets proCity, County

viding more details and maps showing
those locations are also available at
www.aarp.org/ny.

Intersection

Incidents

Incidents Description

Syracuse, Onondaga Co.

S Geddes & Seymour Sts

10

5 pedestrians injured, 5 bicyclists injured

Rochester, Monroe Co.

Alexander St & Monroe Ave

9

1 bicyclist killed, 5 pedestrians injured,
3 bicyclists injured

9

9 pedestrians injured

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Buffalo, Erie Co.
Albany, Albany Co.

Abbott Rd & Cazenovia St/
Lorraine Ave
Washington Ave/Central Ave &
Lark St

Albany, Albany Co.

Central Ave & Robin St

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Albany, Albany Co.

Henry Johnson Blvd & Clinton
Ave

7

4 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Albany, Albany Co.

Central & N Lake Aves

7

4 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Buffalo, Erie Co.

Bailey & Walden Aves

7

7 pedestrians injured

Buffalo, Erie Co.

Franklin & W Chippewa Sts

7

7 pedestrians injured

Rochester, Monroe Co.

E Main & Saint Paul Sts

7

7 pedestrians injured

Syracuse, Onondaga Co.

E Fayette & S Salina Sts

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured
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Seniors Disproportionately
Impacted
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Older people are disproFive County Fatality Rate by Age and
portionately represented in
Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
the fatality statistics, com3.5
Male
prising 25 percent of bicyFemale
3.0
clist and pedestrian deaths,
All Residents
2.5
though they make up only
19 percent of the popula2.0
tion for the five counties.
1.5
Pedestrian/bicyclist fatality
1.0
rates for residents of the
five counties aged 60 years
0.5
and older were more than
0.0
1.4 times that for their
<60 Years
60+ Years
75+ Years
younger neighbors. For
those aged 75 years and
Source: TSTC Analysis of NHTSA’s FARS database, 2006-2008.
older, the rates were 1.8
four factors: 1) older pedestrians are
times the rate for residents under 60
less likely to survive a collision with a car
years of age.
or truck; 2) a higher proportion of older
Older men were at particular risk, with a
residents may have “retired” their car
fatality rate of 3.27 per 100,000 capita,
keys and are walking instead; 3) older
more than two and a half times the rate
pedestrians are less able to get out of
for younger residents of either gender.
the way of oncoming vehicles; and, 4)
existing pedestrian infrastructure, such
Among the five counties we examined,
as the duration of crosswalk signals,
Broome County’s older bicyclists and
ignores the needs of older walkers.
pedestrians faced the most disproportionate risk, with fatality rates for
those over 60 years of age that
were 2.6 times that of their
younger neighbors, and more than
6.3 times greater for people aged
75 years and older.
The higher fatality rates suffered by
older pedestrians in the five counties can probably be attributed to

Average (2006-2008)
60 Years
75 Years
and Older
and Older
1.85
1.54

Albany County

Younger
than 60
0.95

Broome County

1.52

3.99

9.67

Erie County

1.52

2.12

2.21

Monroe County

1.06

0.73

0.66

Onondaga County

1.35

2.00

2.07

Five County Total

1.29

1.85

2.37
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Infrastructure Fails
Pedestrians and Bicyclists
These preventable tragedies are often
labeled “accidents,” though recent research suggests that road design and
the availability of basic walking and bicycling infrastructure, such as sidewalks,
crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big
role in fatality rates.

signed for drivers, with ample parking
and curb cuts, these strip malls are often the only place to go for groceries,
doctor appointments, or to mail a letter,
even for people who cannot or choose
not to drive.
In other cases, intersections may rank
high on the list simply because higher
pedestrian and bicyclist volumes generate more opportunities for collisions with
vehicles. In those cases, the road geometry and pedestrian and bicyclist infrastructure may be adequate, but signal timing or better enforcement of traffic laws (for motorists, pedestrians, and
bicyclists) may help cut the number of
incidents.

Many of the intersections we identified
as being most dangerous are marked
by wide streets with fast moving traffic
known by traffic engineers as arterials
because they link neighborhoods. Pedestrian and bicyclist infrastructure is
often absent or inadequate. Yet, in typical suburban fashion, they are lined with
strip malls and other retail or commercial destinations. Though they are de-

Five pedestrians and five bicyclists were injured at the intersection of S. Geddes and Seymour Streets in
Syracuse between 2006 and 2008. The intersection is typical of those found to be most dangerous,
marked by a wide arterials road and little or inadequate pedestrian and bicycling infrastructure (note the
absence of a crosswalk across S. Geddes St., the faded crosswalk crossing Seymour St., and the bicyclist forced onto the sidewalk).
9

Recommendations
Fortunately, New York State recognizes the dangers to older pedestrians and bicyclists
and has created a new SafeSeniors initiative to address those problems. But more can
be done. Specifically, we recommend that the state:
•

Pass “Complete Streets” legislation (S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently pending
in Albany. Complete Streets would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people of all ages including pedestrians, bicyclists, people with
disabilities, motorists, and public transportation users.

•

Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department of
Transportation’s SafeSeniors Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of sufficient resources.

•

Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to
the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and
roadways to make New York State more livable now and in the future. The task
force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.

Methodology
These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly, and equitable
transportation system in Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted
using crash data provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
For more information on the methodology utilized, please contact AARP New York at 1-866-227
-7442.
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in

Albany County
10 people were killed while walking or bicycling in Albany County during the period
from 2006 through 2008, accounting for 15.4% of all traffic fatalities in the county.
Another 883 people were injured. These preventable tragedies are often labeled
“accidents,” though recent research suggests that road design and the availability of basic walking and bicycling
infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big role in fatality rates.
Older people are disproportionately represented in the fatality statistics, comprising 30.0% of bicyclist and pedestrian deaths, though they make up only 18.5% of the county’s population.
An exhaustive analysis of state records by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the county’s most dangerous intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. These dangerous intersections are summarized here, but
maps showing those locations are also available at http://bit.ly/aarpmapalbany

Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries and Fatalities by Year
2006

2007

2008

Total

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Pedestrians

239

4

222

2

185

0

646

6

Cyclists

79

2

88

2

70

0

237

4

Total

318

6

310

4

255

0

883
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Most Dangerous Intersections for Pedestrians and Bicyclists (2006-2008)
Intersection

Incidents

Incident Description

Washington Ave/Central Ave & Lark St

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Central Ave & Robin St

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Henry Johnson Blvd & Clinton Ave

7

4 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Central Ave & N Lake Ave

7

4 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Madison Ave & Ontario St

5

5 pedestrians injured

Park Ave & Partridge St

5

5 pedestrians injured

Washington Ave & Quail St

5

4 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Central Ave & Everett Rd Ext

5

11
2 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in Albany County

The higher fatality rates suffered by older
pedestrians in Albany County can probably be attributed to four factors: 1) older
pedestrians are less likely to survive a collision with a car or truck; 2) a higher proportion of older residents may have “retired”
their car keys and are walking instead; 3)
older pedestrians are less able to get out
of the way of oncoming vehicles; and, 4)
existing pedestrian infrastructure such as
the duration of crosswalk signals, ignores
the needs of older walkers.

60+ years

3

30.0%

18.5%

75+ years

1

10.0%

7.2%

Albany County Fatality Rate by Age
and Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Older men were at particular risk, with a
fatality rate more than 3 times that of
younger residents of either gender.

Total
(2006-2008)

Albany County seniors suffered dispropor- Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities and
tionately as victims of pedestrian and bicy- Population by Age
clist crashes. Pedestrian/bicyclist fatality
rates for Albany County residents aged 60
Share of Total
Share of Total
years and older were nearly two times that
Fatalities
Fatalities
Population
for their younger neighbors. For those
aged 75 years and older, the rates were
<60 years
7
70.0%
81.5%
1.6 times the rate for residents under 60
years of age.

3.5
3.0

Male
Female
All Residents

2.5
2.0
1.5

Fortunately, New York State recognizes
1.0
the dangers to older pedestrians and bicyclists and has created a new SafeSeniors
0.5
initiative to address those problems. But
more can be done. Specifically, we rec0.0
ommend that the state:
<60 Years
60+ Years
75+ Years
Pass “Complete Streets” legislation
(S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently
pending in Albany. Complete Streets
would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people of all ages including pedestrians,
bicyclists, people with disabilities, motorists, and public transportation users.
Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department of Transportation’s SafeSeniors
Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of sufficient resources.
Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and roadways to make New York State more livable now
and in the future. The task force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.
These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted using crash data
provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau. For more information on the
methodology utilized, please contact AARP-NY.
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in

Broome County
12 people were killed while walking or bicycling in Broome County during
the period from 2006 through 2008, accounting for 29.3% of all traffic fatalities in the county. Another 373 people were injured. These preventable
tragedies are often labeled “accidents,” though recent research suggests that road design and the availability of
basic walking and bicycling infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big role in fatality rates.
Older people are disproportionately represented in the fatality statistics, comprising more than 41.7% of bicyclist
and pedestrian deaths, though they make up only 21.4% of the county’s population.
An exhaustive analysis of state records by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the county’s most dangerous intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. These dangerous intersections are summarized here, but
maps showing those locations are also available at http://bit.ly/aarpmapbroome

Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries and Fatalities by Year
2006

2007

2008

Total

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Pedestrians

69

4

93

4

97

3

259

11

Cyclists

31

1

41

0

42

0

114

1

Total

100

5

134

4

139

3

373
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Most Dangerous Intersections for Pedestrians and Bicyclists (2006-2008)
Intersection

Incidents

Incident Description

Chapin St & Main St

5

5 pedestrians injured

Glenwood Ave & Main St

4

3 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Badger Ave & W Main St

3

1 pedestrian killed (58 yr-old male), 1 pedestrian injured, 1
bicyclist injured

Chenango St & Doubleday St

3

2 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Washington Ave & E Main St

3

2 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Water St & E Clinton St

3

3 bicyclists injured

Route 41 & N Sanford Rd

2

1 pedestrian killed (81 yr-old male), 1 pedestrian injured
13

I-81 & Ramp

2

1 pedestrian killed (35 yr-old male), 1 bicyclist injured

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in Broome County

The higher fatality rates suffered by older
pedestrians in Broome County can probably be attributed to four factors: 1) older
pedestrians are less likely to survive a collision with a car or truck; 2) a higher proportion of older residents may have “retired”
their car keys and are walking instead; 3)
older pedestrians are less able to get out
of the way of oncoming vehicles; and, 4)
existing pedestrian infrastructure such as
the duration of crosswalk signals, ignores
the needs of older walkers.

60+ years

5

41.7%

21.4%

75+ years

5

41.7%

8.8%

Broome County Fatality Rate by Age
and Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Elderly men (75+) were at particular risk,
with a fatality rate more than 10 times that
of younger residents of either gender.

Total
(2006-2008)

Broome County seniors suffered disproSummary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities and
portionately as victims of pedestrian and
Population by Age
bicyclist crashes. Pedestrian/bicyclist fatality rates for Broome County residents
Share of Total
Share of Total
aged 60 years and older were 2.6 times
Fatalities
Fatalities
Population
that for their younger neighbors. For those
aged 75 years and older, the rates were
<60 years
7
58.3%
78.6%
more than 6 times the rate for residents
under 60 years of age.

18.0
16.0
14.0

Male
Female
All Residents

12.0
10.0
8.0

Fortunately, New York State recognizes
6.0
the dangers to older pedestrians and bicy4.0
clists and has created a new SafeSeniors
2.0
initiative to address those problems. But
more can be done. Specifically, we rec0.0
ommend that the state:
<60 Years
60+ Years
75+ Years
Pass “Complete Streets” legislation
(S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently
pending in Albany. Complete Streets
would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people of all ages including pedestrians,
bicyclists, people with disabilities, motorists, and public transportation users.
Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department of Transportation’s SafeSeniors
Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of sufficient resources.
Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and roadways to make New York State more livable now
and in the future. The task force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.
These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted using crash data
provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau. For more information on the
methodology utilized, please contact AARP-NY.
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in

Erie County
45 people were killed while walking or bicycling in Erie County during the period from
2006 through 2008, accounting for 25.4% of all traffic fatalities in the county. Another
2,403 people were injured. These preventable tragedies are often labeled “accidents,”
though recent research suggests that road design and the availability of basic walking and bicycling infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big role in fatality rates.
Older people are disproportionately represented in the fatality statistics, comprising more than 26.7% of bicyclist
and pedestrian deaths, though they make up only 20.6% of the county’s population.
An exhaustive analysis of state records by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the county’s most dangerous intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. These dangerous intersections are summarized here, but
maps showing those locations are also available at http://bit.ly/aarpmaperie

Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries and Fatalities by Year
2006

2007

2008

Total

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Pedestrians

518

13

462

8

491

17

1,471

38

Cyclists

323

5

269

2

340

0

932

7

Total

841

18

731

10

831

17

2,403

45

Most Dangerous Intersections for Pedestrians and Bicyclists (2006-2008)
Intersection

Incidents

Incident Description

Abbott Rd & Cazenovia St/Lorraine Ave

9

9 pedestrians injured

Bailey Ave & Walden Ave

7

7 pedestrians injured

Franklin St & W Chippewa St

7

7 pedestrians injured

Delaware Ave & Hertel Ave

6

2 pedestrians injured, 4 bicyclists injured

Niagara St & Maryland St

6

3 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Delaware Ave & W Chippewa St

6

4 pedestrians injured,2 bicyclists injured

Hertel Ave & Niagara St

6

4 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

Allen St & Delaware Ave

6

Utica St & Main St

6

156 pedestrians injured

4 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in Erie County

The higher fatality rates suffered by older
pedestrians in Erie County can probably
be attributed to four factors: 1) older pedestrians are less likely to survive a collision with a car or truck; 2) a higher proportion of older residents may have “retired”
their car keys and are walking instead; 3)
older pedestrians are less able to get out
of the way of oncoming vehicles; and, 4)
existing pedestrian infrastructure such as
the duration of crosswalk signals, ignores
the needs of older walkers.

60+ years

12

26.7%

20.6%

75+ years

5

11.1%

8.3%

Erie County Fatality Rate by Age and
Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Elderly women (75+) were at particular
risk, with a fatality rate more than 1.8 times
that of younger residents of either gender.

Total
(2006-2008)

Erie County seniors suffered disproportion- Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities and
ately as victims of pedestrian and bicyclist Population by Age
crashes. Pedestrian/bicyclist fatality rates
for Erie County residents aged 60 years
Share of Total
Share of Total
and older were 1.4 times that for their
Fatalities
Fatalities
Population
younger neighbors. For those aged 75
years and older, the rates were 1.5 times
<60 years
33
73.3%
79.4%
the rate for residents under 60 years of
age.

3.0
2.5

Male
Female
All Residents

2.0
1.5

Fortunately, New York State recognizes
1.0
the dangers to older pedestrians and bicyclists and has created a new SafeSeniors
0.5
initiative to address those problems. But
more can be done. Specifically, we rec0.0
ommend that the state:
<60 Years
60+ Years
75+ Years
Pass “Complete Streets” legislation
(S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently
pending in Albany. Complete Streets
would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people of all ages including pedestrians,
bicyclists, people with disabilities, motorists, and public transportation users.
Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department of Transportation’s SafeSeniors
Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of sufficient resources.
Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and roadways to make New York State more livable now
and in the future. The task force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.
These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted using crash data
provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau. For more information on the
methodology utilized, please contact AARP-NY.
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in

Monroe County
22 people were killed while walking or bicycling in Monroe County during the period
from 2006 through 2008, accounting for 16.8% of all traffic fatalities in the county.
Another 1,620 people were injured. These preventable tragedies are often labeled
“accidents,” though recent research suggests that road design and the availability of basic walking and bicycling
infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big role in fatality rates.
An exhaustive analysis of state records by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the county’s most dangerous intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. These dangerous intersections are summarized here, but

Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries and Fatalities by Year
2006

2007

2008

Total

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Pedestrians

332

6

312

7

335

6

979

19

Cyclists

234

2

186

1

221

0

641

3

Total

566

8

498

8

556

6

1,620
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Most Dangerous Intersections for Pedestrians and Bicyclists (2006-2008)
Intersection

Incidents

Incident Description

Alexander St & Monroe Ave

9

1 bicyclist killed (60 yr-old male), 5 pedestrians injured, 3
bicyclists injured

E Main St & Saint Paul St

7

7 pedestrians injured

Dewey Ave & Electric Ave

6

5 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

N Clinton Ave & Upper Falls Blvd

6

3 pedestrians injured, 3 bicyclists injured

E Main St & N Clinton Ave

5

5 pedestrians injured

Child St & Lyell Ave

5

4 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Clifford Ave & Hudson Ave

5

4 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Clifford Ave & N Clinton Ave

5

4 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Driving Park Ave & Dewey Ave

5

4 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Clifford Ave & Portland Ave

5

3 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

Norton St & Portland Ave

5

3 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

Maiden Ln & Mount Read Blvd

5

1 pedestrian injured, 4 bicyclists injured
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in Monroe County

Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department
of Transportation’s SafeSeniors Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of
sufficient resources.

60+ years

3

13.6%

18.5%

75+ years

1

4.5%

6.9%

Monroe County Fatality Rate by Age
and Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Nevertheless, there were significant numbers of pedestrian and cyclist injuries and
fatalities in the county, including 4 fatal
crashes involving residents aged 60 years
and older. Fortunately, New York State
recognizes the dangers to older pedestrians and bicyclists and has created a new
SafeSeniors initiative to address those
problems. But more can be done. Specifically, we recommend that the state:
Pass “Complete Streets” legislation
(S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently
pending in Albany. Complete Streets
would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people
of all ages including pedestrians, bicyclists, people with disabilities, motorists,
and public transportation users.

Total
(2006-2008)

Unlike their counterparts in much of New
Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities and
York State, Monroe County seniors did not Population by Age
suffer disproportionately as victims of pedestrian and bicyclist crashes. Pedestrian/
Share of Total
Share of Total
bicyclist fatality rates for Monroe County
Fatalities
Fatalities
Population
residents aged 60 years and older were
lower than the rates for their younger
<60 years
19
86.4%
81.5%
neighbors. The same was true for those
aged 75 years and older.

2.0
1.8
1.6

Male
Female
All Residents

1.4
1.2
1.0
0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2
0.0
<60 Years

60+ Years

75+ Years

Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and roadways to make New York State more livable now
and in the future. The task force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.

These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted using crash data
provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau. For more information on the
methodology utilized, please contact AARP-NY.
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Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in

Onondaga County
21 people were killed while walking or bicycling in Onondaga County during the period from 2006 through 2008, accounting for 21.0% of all traffic fatalities in the
county. Another 1,115 people were injured. These preventable tragedies are often labeled “accidents,” though recent research suggests that road design and the availability of basic walking and bicycling infrastructure such as sidewalks, crosswalks and bicycle lanes, play a big role in fatality
rates.
Older people are disproportionately represented in the fatality statistics, comprising more than 23.8% of bicyclist
and pedestrian deaths, though they make up only 18.4% of the county’s population.
An exhaustive analysis of state records by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign reveals the county’s most dangerous intersections for bicyclists and pedestrians. These dangerous intersections are summarized here, but
maps showing those locations are also available at http://bit.ly/aarpmaponondaga

Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries and Fatalities by Year
2006

2007

2008

Total

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Injuries

Fatalities

Pedestrians

282

6

263

5

208

6

753

17

Cyclists

134

0

116

1

112

3

362

4

Total

416

6

379

6

320

9

1,115
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Most Dangerous Intersections for Pedestrians and Bicyclists (2006-2008)
Intersection

Incidents

Incident Description

S Geddes St & Seymour St

10

5 pedestrians injured, 5 bicyclists injured

E Fayette St & S Salina St

7

6 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Almond St & Harrison St

5

3 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

South Ave & W Brighton Ave

5

3 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

S Clinton St & W Fayette St

5

5 pedestrians injured

Lodi St & Butternut St

4

3 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Davis St & Delaware St

4

2 pedestrians injured, 2 bicyclists injured

James St & N State St

4

1 pedestrian injured, 3 bicyclists injured

Court St & Park St

4

4 bicyclists injured

S Geddes St & W Fayette St

4

1 pedestrian injured, 3 bicyclists injured

S Salina St & W Fayette St

4

193 pedestrians injured, 1 bicyclist injured

Midland Ave & W Ostrander Ave

4

4 pedestrians injured

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety in Onondaga County

The higher fatality rates suffered by older
pedestrians in Onondaga County can
probably be attributed to four factors: 1)
older pedestrians are less likely to survive
a collision with a car or truck; 2) a higher
proportion of older residents may have
“retired” their car keys and are walking instead; 3) older pedestrians are less able to
get out of the way of oncoming vehicles;
and, 4) existing pedestrian infrastructure
such as the duration of crosswalk signals,
ignores the needs of older walkers.

60+ years

5

23.8%

18.4%

75+ years

2

9.5%

7.2%

Onondaga County Fatality Rate by
Age and Gender (avg. 2006-2008)
Bike/Ped Fatality Rate per 100,000
Capita

Elderly men (75+) were at particular risk,
with a fatality rate more than 4 times that
of younger residents of either gender.

Total
(2006-2008)

Onondaga County seniors suffered dispro- Summary of Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities and
portionately as victims of pedestrian and
Population by Age
bicyclist crashes. Pedestrian/bicyclist fatality rates for Onondaga County residents
Share of Total
Share of Total
aged 60 years and older were 1.5 times
Fatalities
Fatalities
Population
that for their younger neighbors. For those
aged 75 years and older, the rates were
<60 years
15
71.4%
81.6%
likewise, 1.5 times the rate for residents
under 60 years of age.

6.0
5.0

Male
Female
All Residents

4.0
3.0

Fortunately, New York State recognizes
2.0
the dangers to older pedestrians and bicyclists and has created a new SafeSeniors
1.0
initiative to address those problems. But
more can be done. Specifically, we rec0.0
ommend that the state:
<60 Years
60+ Years
75+ Years
Pass “Complete Streets” legislation
(S.5711-Dilan/A.8587-Gantt) currently
pending in Albany. Complete Streets
would create an approach to road design that balances the needs of people of all ages including pedestrians,
bicyclists, people with disabilities, motorists, and public transportation users.
Allocate resources to enhance and expand the New York State Department of Transportation’s SafeSeniors
Program. The program has been successful but limited in scope due to lack of sufficient resources.
Establish a public/private task force to develop future policy recommendations to the Governor and Legislature on how New York can develop its communities and roadways to make New York State more livable now
and in the future. The task force would include key state agencies, developers, aging and pedestrian advocates, as well as municipal officials.
These fact sheets were produced for AARP New York by the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The analysis was conducted using crash data
provided to TSTC and AARP by the New York State Department of Transportation. TSTC also analyzed federal fatality data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, and population data from the U.S. Census Bureau. For more information on the
methodology utilized, please contact AARP-NY.
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780 Third Avenue, 33rd Floor
New York, NY 10017
p: 1-866-227-7442

f: 1-212-644-6390

http://www.aarp.org/states/ny
nyaarp@aarp.org
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