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AARP Endorses Bill to Help Older Americans Stay Healthy, Out of the Hospital
Reps. Blumenauer and Boustany champion bipartisan follow-up care legislation

WASHINGTON—AARP today enthusiastically endorsed the “Medicare Transitional Care Act,” sponsored by Representatives Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) and Charles Boustany (R-LA).  This critical legislation would help eliminate the thousands of preventable hospital readmissions that occur each year by providing coordinated follow-up care to people in Medicare through a team of caregivers.  Such a benefit can help save some of the estimated $17 billion Medicare spends each year on preventable hospital readmissions and significantly reduce the 20 percent of people in Medicare who are readmitted to the hospital within 30 days of their first visit.

“Millions of Americans are suffering needlessly each year because of a broken health care system that leaves them without the care and support they need after a hospital stay,” said AARP Executive Vice President Nancy LeaMond.  “We applaud Representatives Blumenauer and Boustany for sponsoring common sense legislation that will save money and keep people healthier and out of the hospital.”

AARP has urged lawmakers to ensure that comprehensive health care reform includes a Medicare follow-up care benefit to help people safely return to their homes after a hospital stay, coordinate their health care needs and prevent unnecessary hospital readmissions.  The legislation introduced today by Reps. Blumenauer and Boustany marks an important step toward a stronger, higher quality health care system.

The “Medicare Transitional Care Act” would create a new Medicare benefit to coordinate care during a person’s transition from a hospital to their home or other care settings.  With help from a team of nurses, doctors and other professionals, patients and their caregivers would receive critical follow-up care, like instructions for taking their medications, a medical professional to attend follow-up appointments with their doctors and help to find the equipment and services they may need.

“Too many people are leaving the hospital with a handful of prescriptions and little else,” LeaMond added.  “Our fractured health care system is leaving them and their caregivers without the direction they need to stay healthy.  It’s weighing on our health and driving up the cost of health care for all Americans.  That’s why we’re excited to have the leadership of Representatives Blumenauer and Boustany to finally make this a problem of the past.”

For details on AARP’s health reform priorities, visit http://www.aarp.org/governmentwatch.

