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AARP FLORIDA:  REP. GRAYSON’S REMARKS ON HEALTH CARE ARE ILL-ADVISED; THE ‘SUMMER OF HEAT, NOT LIGHT’
Tallahassee, Fla – AARP Florida State Director Lori Parham issued the following statement today on the comments of U.S. Rep. Alan Grayson, D-Orlando.  Grayson stated on the floor of the House of Representatives that Republicans in Congress wanted ailing Americans to die:  
“Comments by Rep. Grayson on Republicans’ health-reform opposition were ill-advised.  This has been the summer of political heat, not light, as Americans have engaged in an increasingly volatile and ill-tempered debate on health-care reform.  First conservative attackers suggested that Democrats’ health-care plans urged seniors to ‘drop dead.’ Then some said federal ‘death panels’ would deny care to people on the basis of their usefulness to society.  Now Rep. Alan Grayson, D-Orlando, has further fueled the divisiveness of this debate.”

“Even if one grants that Rep. Grayson has reason to be frustrated over the inability of our health system to provide coverage to all Americans, his remarks are anything but productive.  Bitter attacks provoke angry responses, which in turn will provoke further attacks.  So our national discourse spirals downward into futility.”   

“It’s time for all of us, of whatever political persuasion, to focus on what really matters in the health-reform debate:  Our health system costs too much, delivers too little in results, leaves millions of Americans without health coverage and cannot be sustained.”

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that helps people 50+ have independence, choice and control in ways that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole. AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to either political campaigns or candidates. We produce AARP The Magazine, the definitive voice for 50+ Americans and the world's largest-circulation magazine with over 33 million readers; AARP Bulletin, the go-to news source for AARP's 40 million members and Americans 50+; AARP Segunda Juventud, the only bilingual U.S. publication dedicated exclusively to the 50+ Hispanic community; and our website, AARP.org. AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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