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AARP, SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center, SC Fair Share, SC Small 
Business Chamber of Commerce Launch Statewide Effort Shed Light on 

Health Care Reform 
 

Groups provide health care facts not fiction 
 
A non partisan group of South Carolina organizations has launched a statewide 
outreach tour to shed light on the myths and distortions surrounding the current 
debate on health care reform. AARP South Carolina, South Carolina Appleseed, 
South Carolina Fair Share, and the South Carolina Small Business Chamber of 
Commerce are working to correct the numerous misconceptions that have arisen 
in the recent weeks.  
 
According to AARP South Carolina State Director Jane Wiley, most Americans 
now get health coverage through their jobs.  “The House and Senate plans now 
being debated both leave employer-sponsored coverage in place and with it, 
broad choices for people to pick their doctors and hospitals putting to rest the 
notion that health care reform equates socialized medicine.”  
 
AARP has long advocated for access to affordable, quality health care for all 
Americans. However, AARP has not endorsed any bill.  “AARP is active in the 
legislative process of health care reform and will fight with the strength of our 40 
million members against any legislative proposals that unfairly harm people on 
Medicare,” said Wiley.  For example, “If you’re 65+ and belong to a Medicare 
Part D plan, passage of health reform would cut your costs for brand-name drugs 
by half once you reached the Part D coverage gap commonly known as the 
“doughnut hole,” she says.  Other parts of bills being debated would close the 
“doughnut hole’ entirely over time. 
 
Frank Knapp, President and CEO of the South Carolina Small Business 
Chamber of Commerce says that small businesses are being told that they will 
have to purchase insurance for their employees or pay big fines.  “The reality is 
that under legislation being proposed, about 85 percent of our state's businesses 
will be exempt from any mandate and most of the rest probably already offer 
health insurance.  In addition, tax credits will be available for small businesses 
offering insurance," he said. 
 



Health care reform is all about affordable choices for all consumers and not 
rationing health care.  “Nothing in current proposals would let government 
override your doctor’s judgment about your treatment,” says Sue Berkowitz, 
Executive Director of South Carolina Appleseed Legal Justice Center. As health 
care and health insurance costs continue to rise, health care reform is necessary 
to save coverage for those with insurance now.  "The only choice we don't have 
is doing nothing," said John Ruoff, Research Director of South Carolina Fair 
Share. 
 
One of the most misleading myths circulating on the internet is that the House bill 
rations end of life care.   In fact, the bill provides a new optional Medicare benefit 
to help individuals and families talk with their doctors in advance about difficult 
choices every family faces when loved ones near the end of their lives. “This bill 
helps prepare for their care needs before they are in a crisis and ensure that their 
wishes —whatever those are—are respected,” says Wiley. 
 
More than 700,000 South Carolina residents, including 100,000 children and 
117,000 adults age 50-64 are either underinsured or uninsured.  
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