
Put a Lock on 
Identity Theft!

AARP helped pass a new 
law to protect you!

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that 
helps people 50+ have independence, choice and control in ways 
that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole. 
AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make con-
tributions to either political campaigns or candidates. We produce 
AARP The Magazine, the definitive voice for 50+ Americans and the 
world’s largest-circulation magazine with over 33 million readers; 
AARP Bulletin, the go-to news source for AARP’s 39 million members 
and Americans 50+; AARP Segunda Juventud, the only bilingual U.S. 
publication dedicated exclusively to the 50+ Hispanic community; 
and our website, AARP.org. AARP Foundation is an affiliated cha-
rity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older 
persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors, 
and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

AARP New Jersey
101 Rockingham Row
Princeton, NJ  08540
1-866-542-8165
www.aarp.org/nj
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AARP continues to 
fight for consumer 
protection legislation 
that will help you 
secure your identity.

Become 
an AARP E-Activist!
Visit www.aarp.org/getinvolved to sign up.
Help spread the word about identity theft prevention.

Order more of these free brochures by calling 
1-866-542-8165. You may order as many as you wish for 
your friends, family and community.

For more information about the 
security freeze, contact:
New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
124 Halsey Street
Newark, NJ  07102
1-800-242-5846
www.njconsumeraffairs.com/idtheft.htm

To obtain a free credit report, contact:
Annual Credit Report Request Service
PO Box 105281
Atlanta, GA  30348-5281
1-877-322-8228
www.annualcreditreport.com/cra/index



What is identity theft?
Identity Theft happens when someone uses your 
personal information such as your Social Security 
number, your credit card number, or your bank 
information to get credit or make purchases for 
themselves in your name.

What is the best way to 
prevent identity theft?
AARP New Jersey fought for and won passage of the 
Identity Theft Prevention Act, which creates the best line 
of defense against identity theft: the “security freeze.”

What is a security freeze?
A security freeze gives consumers the choice to “freeze” 
or lock access to their credit files. When a “freeze” is in 
effect, consumers can still access their own information 
using a special code. Thieves, however, will be barred 
from accessing this information. Under the New Jersey 
Identity Theft Prevention Act, it is free to “freeze” your 
account!

Is a security freeze permanent?
You have the power to freeze or unfreeze your own credit 
report. For example, you will need to unfreeze your credit 
report when applying for a loan or a credit card, but you 
can replace the freeze after you have obtained your new 
credit line.

In New Jersey, “unfreezing” could incur a small fee, but it 
will be no more than $5.

Credit Bureau Information
Experian
www.experian.com
1-888-397-3742
Experian Security Freeze
PO Box 9554
Allen, TX  75013
Send by overnight or Certified Mail

Equifax
www.equifax.com
1-800-685-1111
Equifax Security Freeze
PO Box 105788
Atlanta, GA  30348
Send by overnight, Certified Mail or regular mail

TransUnion
www.transunion.com
1-800-916-8800
TransUnion Security Freeze
PO Box 6790
Fullerton, CA  92834-6790
Send by overnight, Certified Mail or regular mail

How to turn on a 
security freeze:

Write a letter to each of the three credit bureaus listed 1.	
at right. Use the sample letter below.

Include copies of a government-issued ID and proof of 2.	
residence in your letter to each of the credit bureaus.

Mail your letters right away. Use certified or overnight 3.	
mail service as indicated under the name of each 
credit bureau.

Dear Credit Bureau:

I would like to place a security freeze on my 
credit file.

My full name is: 

My former name(s) (if applicable):

My current address:

My address has changed in the last 5 years. 
My former address(es) were:

My Social Security number:

My date of birth:

I have included photocopies of a govern-
ment-issued identity card AND proof of 
 residence such as a utility bill or phone bill.

Sincerely,


