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How would you shift long-term care services and financing so that 
people can afford to stay in their homes and communities as long 
as appropriate?

Q:
AARP’s Position:
Increase consumer choice and con-
trol for people needing long-term 
care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improve standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Provide family caregiving initiatives, 
such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Michael Capuano (D):
Increasing consumer choice and 
control for people needing long-
term care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improving standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Providing family caregiving 
initiatives, such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Martha Coakley (D):
Increasing consumer choice and 
control for people needing long-
term care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improving standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Providing family caregiving 
initiatives, such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

At some point, most Americans will 
need supportive services to help with 
daily activities (such as dressing or 
bathing). The vast majority strongly 
prefer receiving care in their homes 
and communities rather than in 
more costly nursing homes or other 
institutions. However, government 
programs for long-term care are often 
geared toward institutions, making 
home and community-based services 
much harder to receive. The care-
giving burden—both physical and 
economic—is often overwhelming for 
millions of families. AARP supports 
shifting long-term care programs to 
more home and community services 
to help people stay in their homes and 
communities as long as appropriate. 
Consumers should have more choices 
and improved quality of care across all 
settings, and the caregiving burden on 
millions of families should be eased.

I support a continuum of medical care, 
and I share your conviction that home 
and community services contribute 
both to high quality care and to the 
dignity and autonomy of the patient. 
I co-founded, with another urban 
Democrat and two rural Republican 
colleagues, the bi-partisan House 
caucus on Community Health Centers. 
I have consistently supported Visiting 
Nurses and hospice care. I am proud 
to co-sponsor HR 2460, the Healthy 
Families Act, which adds paid time 
off to the protections of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act. I am aware of 
the responsibilities, lovingly borne, 
by family caregivers. As a Mayor, I 
negotiated flextime and job sharing 
to help employees fulfill their family 
responsibilities.

I support shifting long-term care 
services and financing so that people 
can afford to stay in their homes and 
communities as long as they are able. 
I believe in programs that encourage 
the growth of quality care for seniors, 
and incentives that promote the 
growth of home caregiving services, 
such as respite care, to ease the burden 
on families caring for loved ones 
in their home. Finally, as Attorney 
General, I targeted enforcement ac-
tions against corrupt long term care 
facilities, and as Senator, I will support 
legislation to strengthen oversight of 
the long term care workforce.
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How would you shift long-term care services and financing so that 
people can afford to stay in their homes and communities as long 
as appropriate?

Q:
Alan Khazei (D):
Increase consumer choice and con-
trol for people needing long-term 
care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improve standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Provide family caregiving initiatives, 
such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Stephen Pagliuca (D):
Increasing consumer choice and 
control for people needing long-
term care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improving standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Providing family caregiving 
initiatives, such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Jack E. Robinson (R):
Increasing consumer choice and 
control for people needing long-
term care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Improving standards and incentives 
for quality care.

	 Support	 Oppose

Providing family caregiving 
initiatives, such as respite care.

	 Support	 Oppose

I agree with AARP’s approach. I was 
honored to organize the Service Na-
tion Summit and Coalition, of which 
AARP was a presenting sponsor and 
leadership member. Your support 
was essential in passing the Edward 
M. Kennedy Serve America Act. This 
legislation will greatly expand oppor-
tunities for national and community 
service, including more opportunities 
for older Americans to serve. It will 
provide for more service people who 
can work to support senior citizens 
staying in their own homes. This issue 
is personal for me as I have two elder-
ly parents who but for the support of 
my sister, would not be able to stay in 
their home. With the great blessing of 
our population living longer, we must 
make adjustments to our long-term 
care system.

I support AARP’s goal of expanding 
the use of home and community-
based long term care services (HCBS), 
which has the twin benefits of expand-
ing consumer choice while lowering 
long-term growth in costs. At a time 
of tight budgets and the continuing 
growth of the over 65 population, 
we should embrace the expansion of 
HCBS. In Massachusetts, only 24% 
of Medicaid funding for long-term 
care goes to HCBS programs, below 
the national average. We know that 
the overwhelming majority of people 
want to stay in their own homes as 
long as possible. But we also know 
that the country’s estimated 34 mil-
lion caregivers need the help that 
HCBS programs supply. I support the 
provisions in the Senate Finance bill 
expanding HCBS.

The candidate chose not to make 
additional comments.
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Voter Information Inside

If you are not registered to vote, go to  

www.aarp.org/makeadifference/politics/ and look  

under Tools for a form to fill out and send to your  

local voter registrar (the address will be there). Go to  

the same website if you need an application for an 

absentee ballot or to find out if your state allows  

early voting and what dates that will occur.

AARP Massachusetts
One Beacon Street
Suite 2301
Boston, MA 02108
1-866-448-3621

Candidate websites: 
www.brownforussenate.com 
www.mikecapuano.com 
www.marthacoakley.com 
www.alanforsenate.com 
www.stevepagliuca.com 
www.jackerobinson.com


