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AARP/Red Cross Blood Drive
June 12 — 14, locations across
the state. Learn more; call Karen
Kafantaris at 1-866-227-7448.

AARP 50th Anniversary
Celebration

June 28, Henry Ford Museum,
Dearborn. Tickets are $10 for
AARP members and $15 for non-
members. AARP members can
also purchase “buy one, get one
free” admission tickets to the
Henry Ford Museum or Greenfield
Village, June 23 — 29. For more
information, call 313-982-6001.

Serve your community.

If you are interested in politics
and want to make a difference in
your community as well as state-
wide, volunteering as an AARP
Michigan district advocacy liaison
may be just the job for you.

Support ‘Divided We Fail’
Make sure health care and finan-
cial security are top issues in the
2008 presidential election when
the candidates visit Michigan.
Collect stories and pledges and
help spread the Divided We Fail
message in your community.

To learn about volunteer oppor-
tunities with AARP Michigan,
please call Careena Eggleston at
1-866-227-7448 or e-mail ceg-
gleston@aarp.org.

Your Health

on the Ballot

A proposed amendment to the
state constitution would guarantee

comprehensive coverage to all residents.

MICHIGAN SPENDS approxi-
mately $6,000 per person on
health care annually. Yet more
than 1 million residents have
no health insurance at all and
hundreds of thousands more
are underinsured. Emergency
rooms are overwhelmed with
patients who cannot afford pri-
mary or preventive care.

A statewide coalition says the
time has come for Michigan to
fix its broken health care sys-
tem. The Health Care Security
Campaign, supported by AARP,
has launched a ballot initiative
that would amend the state’s
constitution to require the
Legislature to guarantee access

to comprehensive, affordable
health coverage for all residents
through a fair and cost-effective
financing system.

The coalition is circulating a
petition to add the proposal to
the Nov. 4 ballot. To do so, it
needs to collect 475,000 signa-
tures by July 1. If the proposal
gets on the ballot and a major-
ity of voters support the consti-
tutional amendment, Michigan
would become only the sec-
ond state after Massachusetts
to require its residents to have
health insurance. Both Gov.
Jennifer M. Granholm (D) and
Lt. Gov. John Cherry (D) have
endorsed the proposal.

“Michigan taxpayers provide
our legislators with some of the
best health care anywhere,” said
Marjorie Mitchell, president of
the Michigan Universal Health
Care Access Network, which
is spearheading the campaign.
“This proposal will force legis-
lators to work together and do
what they are elected to do, and
develop areasonable and afford-
able plan to provide health care
security for all Michiganians.”

For more information on the bal-
lot initiative, and to add your
signature or help collect others,
visit www.healthcareformichi-
gan.org or call 734-812-0664.
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§ Affordable housing and clean air help make Farmington the most livable place in the state, according to Money magazine.

“® Operation ABLE provides career development classes and other assistance for older job seekers: www.operationable.org.






