Worn cartilage

permits co ntact

b etween the ball
at the head of the thighbone
(femur) and the pelvic bone,
causing pain in the hip joint
and limiting mobility.

[HOW IT’S DONE: Forming a Metal-to-Metal Joint }

After dislocating

the joint, a surgeon

reshap es the ball
to accommodate a metal cap
and removes any damaged
area s. Damaged material is
alsocleared from the socket.
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A metal The ball

shell is pressed and so c ket

i nto the so c ket are rejoined,
of the hipbone, and a restoring pain-free
hole is drilled in the ball mobilityof the hip.

of the thighbone to fit the
stem of a metal cap.
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